
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “Back on Track:  Living for God” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “My Sunday.”  Various Texts. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Subversive Spirituality (A commitment to living the alternative vision of the 

Kingdom of God) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  Day #1--Monday, September 25th.  Read:  Deuteronomy 10.12-13.  Encounter:  God’s Word 

and your life—What do you Hear and/or See? 

 
In the New Testament, the English word “holy,” is derived from the Greek word “hagios,” which is variously 

defined as to, “set apart,” (make) “sacred,” and “worthy of veneration.”1  Sunday is the Lord’s Day.  It is the day 

that we are commanded to “set apart” for the Worship of God.  Consequently, every Sunday is literally a holy 

day!  However, do we see Sunday in this way?  During Worship, through Word and Sacrament, God through 

Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit gets us “back on track” with Him and His ways!   

 

The word “Worship” derives from the Anglo-Saxon word, “weorthscipe” or “worthship,” which implies the 

recognition of the intrinsic value or worth of a person or thing.  Of course, in Christian Worship, the church 

recognizes the worth and glory of the Triune God.  Worship is at the core of what we do as a church.  Worship is 

at the core of how we live as Christians.  A definition of Worship that we use at Red Hill is: 

 

“Surrendering to, and the loving, celebrating, honoring, and glorifying of, the Triune God and gratitude 

for His creating, redeeming, and sanctifying work.”  

 

One key Biblical text concerning Worship, or, the loving and honoring of God, is found in Deuteronomy 10:12-

22.  This week, we will focus on this text and its relationship to worship in the Christian life. 

 

Deuteronomy 10.12-13 is an introductory summary to the general exhortation found in verses 14-22.  Having 

shown the impossibility of self-dependence (Deuteronomy 8) and the impossibility of spiritual pride in light of 

her rebellious history (Deuteronomy 9:1-10:11), Moses called Israel to exercise her only option for survival:  

total commitment to the LORD (Yahweh).  This is seen in the several infinitives used:  to fear, walk . . . love . . . 

serve, and observe.  Such commitment leads to a deepening of faith and love—love for God and others, rather 

than a self-centered, manipulative spirituality and lifestyle.  Worship is a “reality check” against the other 

objects of Worship—false gods, idols, and self-justification.   

  

The same is true for us:  Our commitment to God, expressed through our weekly Worship, is a “check” against 

all the idols, false gods, and competing allegiances that surround us, asking for our commitment to them!  

Through Worship, God invites us to “come home,” to confess that our commitment to Him weakens and we 

need to be strengthened to follow another day—because He alone is worthy to be worshipped.  God asks for our 

whole self---to hold nothing back from Him.  Notice Moses’ rhetorical question: “What does the Lord your God 

ask of you…?    

 

                                                 
1 www.patheos.com/blogs/christiancrier/2014/05/24/. Accessed September, 2017. 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/christiancrier/2014/05/24/


 
 

Consider/Reflect:  God desires love, fear (respect, awe), and that we follow (trust) Him; this leads to a 

“worship-full” lifestyle.  Of the five responses that God wants from His people (vs.12-13), how would you 

define each?  What kind of relationship with God would these responses produce? 
  

 Day #2--Tuesday, September 26th.  Read: Deuteronomy 10.14-15.  Examine:  The Text and its 

Relationship to Other Passages. 
 

The Israelites (just like us) were a headstrong and impatient people, desirous of control, prone to rebellion, and, 

from their long stay in Egypt, would be immersed in idolatry.  As they lived in the midst of a polytheistic land, 

God’s people ran the risk of being seduced by the surrounding religious milieu.  God’ people, then and now, 

must be continually reminded to Worship and love God above all, because God alone is worthy of our praise.   

 

“The LORD is enthroned in the heavens” infers that God is not a part of creation but is sovereign over creation.  

Besides creating the universe, He owns it and all the nations on the earth.  God chose the Israelites to be His 

family, in order to reach the other “families” of the world.   God uses real people to reach all people.  

Consequently, the first reason Israel was to love the Lord is that He had initiated a relationship of love with this 

nation.  The same principle is true of God’s relationship with believers today (See Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:10). 

 

God has great power.  Heaven and earth are His (v.14).  Therefore God is able to strengthen and empower us for 

His service.  Even though God has no “need” of us, or anything we have or can do, God still desires to love us, 

use our gifts and abilities, and care for us!  God’s might and power are reflected in the truth that Heaven and 

earth are his possessions and God’s compassion and tenderness are reflected through His love for you as His 

child.  You are the “apple of His eye!” 

 

Worship is adoring God and recognizing His majesty; acknowledging His authority and standing in awe of his 

power—even His wrath.  Because of Jesus, we need not fear God’s wrath because Jesus assumed God’s wrath in 

our place.  As we consider God’s greatness, love, and mercy, we fear him, and from that principle serve and 

obey him.   

 
Consider/Reflect:  As you reflect upon God’s attributes in v.14, and His love for you in v.15, how does this 

shape your understanding of God?  How does this shape your understanding of yourself?  
 

  Day #3--Wednesday, September 27th.   Read Again:  Deuteronomy 10.16-19.  Explore:  The 

background to this text(s). 

 
God commands His people to “circumcise” their hearts (See Deuteronomy 30:6).  Physical circumcision was, 

in the Old Testament, an outward sign of one’s covenant relationship with God and His people (Genesis 16-17).  

Applying the image of circumcision to the human heart, reflects the truth that a true covenant relationship with 

God involves the inner self, the heart and the spirit, as well as the will.  In other words, God desires the whole 

person (you!)     

 

Conversely, an uncircumcised heart means an attitude, a lifestyle, which is hardened against God’s commands.  

It is another way of saying the person is “stiff-necked” or stubborn (Deuteronomy 9:6, 13; 31:27).   Thus the 

command to circumcise our hearts assumes that human hearts are naturally rebellious and need correction.  

Those with circumcised hearts are identified by their love for God, and for others.   

 

The mention of the alien in verse 18 recalls God’s great deliverance of Israel from Egypt with great and 

awesome wonders (v.21; See also Exodus 23:9).  In the Old Testament, the alien, the fatherless and the widow 

symbolize those who are socially powerless.  They are poor and weak, for there is no man to protect or provide 

for them.  Thus Old Testament Law commanded that God’s people care for these marginalized people.  A lack 

of concern for the poor and marginalized is a sign of a corrupt society (Job 31:17; Psalm 94:6; Isaiah 1:17, 23; 



 
 

Zechariah 7:10).  God’s treatment of His helpless people illustrates His absolutely just character (showing no 

partiality) and reflects His requirement for Israel to be just.  Here we can see a connection between right 

Worship with right living.   

 

Consider/Reflect:  Where do you see the “powerless” (the orphan, alien, widow, or others) in your life?   How 

can you help those who are too powerless to help themselves? 

 

  Day #4--Thursday, September 28th.  Read:  Deuteronomy 10.20-22.  Explore:  The Background 

to this Text. 
 

As was discussed on Monday, Sundays are set aside for the Worship of God.  Sunday, the first day of the week 

in the first-century world, was chosen because this is the day that Jesus rose from death.  Again, Sunday is 

literally the “Lord’s Day.”  Christians assemble for the corporate Worship of God on Sunday to receive His 

Word and Sacraments and to build up the local body of Christ in that place.  Additionally, for the Christian, 

Worship is a lifestyle, something we do anytime we strive to honor God with our actions.   

 

Worship is a dangerous thing.  When we worship the living God, we recognize who He is and who we are; we 

are stripped of our idolatry and self-righteousness, only to hear God’s call to receive His forgiveness.  And, God 

calls us to go out from the assembly to serve with a love that flows from a forgiven, renewed heart.   

 

The text today tells us that we Worship God because God is.  God created all things and owns all things.  In 

addition, God has done great things for His people, not because they deserved (or deserve) it, but because God is 

God and loves His people with compassion and faithfulness.  As I mentioned earlier in the week, one element of 

Worship is to be continually reminded of God’s mighty deeds.  In our corporate worship on Sunday, through 

liturgy, song, Word and Sacrament, we hear again the story of God’s salvific work in the world and in our lives.  

Worshipers are also given a glimpse of God’s worldview through which we recognize the alternative values of 

God’s reign as compared with the values of our dominant, cultural worldview.  Writer Annie Dillard asked, 

“Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke [when we worship God]?  Or, as I 

suspect, does not one believe a word of it? … It is madness to wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet hats to church; 

we should all be wearing crash helmets.  Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares; they should lash 

us to our pews.”   

 

Interesting thought! 
 

Consider/Reflect:  “God desires that those who love Him realize that He has the awesome power to forgive 

sins.  In respect of this power, and in honor due His holy name, the Israelites are to reflect God’s love back to 

Him in their words and actions.  In so doing, they witness God’s love to the nations around them and to the 

foreigners among them.  Reflected here is God’s desire that all should be saved and learn of His coming 

Messiah, Jesus.  By God’s grace, we repent of our stubbornness.  Through Baptism, we are made new creatures 

(Rm 6:4), counting ourselves dead to sin and alive to God (Rm 6:11).”2 

 

  Day #5-Friday, September 29th.  Read:  Romans 12.1-7.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you 

through His Word. 
 

Lutheran Worship begins with God giving His living Word to us—Jesus!  Worship, for Lutherans, is always our 

response to God’s actions—specifically God’s actions in Christ.  Historically, Lutheran Worship has focused on 

God’s gifts to us through Jesus.  Lutheran commentator Roger D. Pittelko writes: 

 

                                                 
2 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  

 



 
 

[T]he Evangelical Lutheran Church has shown a preference for the word service.  The chief gathering of 

Christians on a Sunday morning is called the Divine Service.  In the Divine Service, God serves us.  He 

gives us His Word and Sacraments.  Only after we have received the Word and the gifts that He offers 

do we respond in our sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise.  The Divine Service (liturgy) is God giving to 

us and our responding to Him. (Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, 45). 

 

Luther’s “Deutsche Messe” (“German Mass”), published by Luther in 1526, followed his Latin mass (the 

“Formula missae” from 1523).  The function of the mass, according to Luther, is to make people hear the word.  

Here is the basic order (ordo) of the German Mass: 

 

A Spiritual Song or a Psalm in German 

Kyrie Eleison (“Lord, have mercy”) (three times). 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) (read facing the altar). 

Epistle Lesson (read facing the people). 

A German Hymn (by the whole choir) 

The Gospel Lesson (read facing the people). 

Creed sung in German 

The Sermon (on the Gospel). 

The Lord’s Prayer.  

Exhortation to those who will commune. 

Consecration of the Bread.  

Elevation of the Body of Christ.  

Distribution of the Body of Christ. 

Sanctus (“Holy, Holy…”paraphrased in German (or the Hymn "Gott sei Gelobet" or Huss' Hymn "Jesus 

Christus unser Heiland") 

Consecration of the Wine 

Distribution of the Blood of Christ 

Sanctus (“Holy, Holy…” or Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God…”) in German (or the Hymn "Gott sei Gelobet" 

or Huss' Hymn "Jesus Christus unser Heiland") 

Thanksgiving Collect (Post-Communion Prayer). 

Aaronic Benediction (“The Lord bless you and keep you…”). 

The “Formula missae” was a 16th century Latin liturgy composed by Luther for Lutheran Churches.  The 

Formula missae was based on the medieval mass, and again, was not meant to become any rule for Lutheranism 

in general.   

The Parts of the Formula missae:  Introit, Gloria in Excelsis Deo, Collect, Epistle, Gradual or Alleluia, Gospel, 

Nicene Creed, Sermon, Preface (“The Lord be with you…”), Eucharistic Prayer, (“On the night when Jesus was 

betrayed…”) Sanctus (“Holy, Holy…” including elevation of the elements during the Benedictus), Lord’s 

Prayer, Pax (Peace), Distribution during the Agnus Dei (the pastor communicating first himself and then the 

congregation), Collect (prayer), Benedicamus, Benediction. 
 

Consider/Reflect:  How does the understanding that, during a Worship service, God is serving you change your 

concept of the service of Worship?  As you look at the Divine Service (The German Mass or the Latin Mass), 

what do you notice is being communicated or expressed here?        

 Day #6--Saturday, September 30th.  Read:  Psalm 135.1-4.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you 

through His Word. 
Psalm 135 calls upon God’s people to praise Him for His majestic power that He has displayed in His deeds on 

behalf of His people.  This Psalm has been used in Worship throughout the centuries to renew the faith and 

gratitude of Gods people.  Praise in Scripture is most frequently a community activity. What God has done for 

you and me individually, He has done for all His people.   

 



 
 

Following the introductory “Praise the LORD” (“halelû-yāh: hallel [praise] yah [God or Lord] See also vs.3, 21), 

the psalmist particularly called on the priests, the servants of the LORD in the Temple, to praise Him (Psalm 

134:1).  Praise is the result of knowing that God is good and to praise God is pleasant.  The references to these 

Temple servants, and the adjectives good … pleasant, are here applied to the Lord and link with 133:1; 134:2.   

 

This passage reminds us that it is our duty and delight to “praise the Lord!”  We must not only thank God for 

what He has done for us, but also praise Him for what he is in Himself and for what He has done for others.  

Those that have most reason to praise God (the Temple workers then, and you and me as God’s people now) are 

those who have been given the privileges of being in God’s house.  In addition, in the Worship service, we are 

fed true spiritual food one more time; God’s Word and the Holy Supper.  Our hunger for true spiritual food 

reminds us yet again that we live in a world of "fast food spirituality;” quick fixes, possibility thinking, and the 

“me-centered,” “pull yourself up by your own bootstraps” spirituality.     

 

However, as we see in the book of Psalms, God meets us!  This calls out of us a response—our responses of 

emotion, mind, and will.  We read and witness in the Psalms the entire range of human emotion: from 

celebration to lament, and we are taught how to Worship and praise Him in those situations and with those 

emotions.  On Sundays, the day we set apart to Worship, our praise is our response—emotion, mind, and will—

to God’s revelation of Himself; His character, actions, demands, and love.   

 

Consider/Reflect:  What reason do you have for praising the Lord?  Pause now and praise God for those 

reasons.  Can Worship be “pleasant” if you are not in the mood for it?  Why/why not?   

 

Pray for your Worship tomorrow, that God will speak to and feed you, and be present to others through you!   


